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A

thought struck me this morning (it sometimes happens …). All this running
around we do for Christmas, whilst we may complain about being busy, not
having enough hours, etc., all this preparation is basically for other people.
Underneath it all, whilst we may curse the incursion of South Wales into the
Christmas Market, most of what we’re doing is so that others can receive - our
presents and our presence, our hospitality, ourselves.
I hope you listened to Neil McGregor’s wonderful ‘Living with the Gods’ on
Radio Four recently. It was such a blessing. (Still available on iPlayer.) It was a
response to the idea that all cultures and civilisations seek patterns, signs of the
meaning of our existence, a reaching beyond the tangible - and this is realised in
objects and art. And at the end of the month of programmes he says this: ‘The
decline of religion in the west has led … to a profound loss of community. All
traditions assert that affirming the life of individual can only properly happen in
communities, and all aim to make that belief a reality. Sartre said that hell is other
people. Traditions show just the opposite. Living properly with other people, living
with each other, is the nearest we get to heaven.’

Revd Philip

CHURCH and COMMUNITY: ARTHUR AND KITTY HAM.

F

or the young, historical events appear to begin at any time before our birth; for
those reaching their majority now, that is the 1990’s. How different it is for
those of us of more mature years; the 1990’s seems but yesterday. Our perception
of history is often framed and intensified by our locality. We live in a cottage said
to have been used as a retreat by clerics from the abbey in the 16th century, when
the building was a thatched single storied house with a sleeping loft. The cottage
has sat on its present footprint, for over five hundred years, and it is probable that
there was a dwelling on this site for centuries before. We know of several previous
owners, but our immediate predecessors were Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Ham still
remembered by some in the congregation.
Arthur was a smallholder whose family
farmed the Alma Cottage field and the fields
directly to the east and west. The produce
supplied his greengrocery ‘Edwards’ on the
Belvedere, where Curry Mahal now operates. He
was for a long time a parish councillor, and
together with Mr. Royce Bentley of the Barn
House, acted ‘fiercely’ to protect our beautiful
valley from greedy developers. With all their
other ‘jobs’, the Hams worked tirelessly for our
little church, and Arthur acted for many years as
verger and sacristan. His wife, Kitty, looked after
Alma Cottage garden, and the plants and shrubs
found there and in the church garden are
evidence that she did much to look after the
church flower beds as well. Tradition has it that
they looked after Father Francis Bell, the Rector,
who taught divinity at Kingswood, and lived as a
bachelor in the large and antiquated rectory.
Mr. Ham did a number of repairs in the church and appears to have had an
enthusiasm for concrete. On the interior of the north wall, some D.I.Y dark cement
mortar pointing was undertaken without the attention of Historic England! During
the war, Mr. Ham was chief fire warden for Charlcombe, and seeing the need for a
source of water for firefighting, he constructed the concrete lily pond which is
visible from the lane through a small opening in the wall. It was a wonderful
resource for the local children who used to splash about in it in the summer, as our
grandchildren still do.
Our knowledge of the Hams and of Charlcombe has been greatly enhanced by
our friendship with Mr. Alex Smith who used to run the Fairfield Stores. He has

been generous with his time and has told endless stories of Charlcombe, of Arthur
and Kitty’s kindness, and of hospitality in a cottage impregnated with that longgone comforting smell of Mr. Ham’s pipe smoke.
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Mr. Ham was a very wise smallholder whose skills in the ground came from
traditional age-old care for the soil. Today his methods appear to have been ahead
of his time. There was a wonderful filmed interview with him in his garden, talking
about his methods. He understood the importance of respecting the soil he
worked. He never dug his field, he hoed it because he knew, quite rightly, that it is
essential, as he put it, to retain and encourage “the organicals”!
Why write about the Hams? It is because they realised, as so many others of
their generation realised, their life on the land and in their community was
indivisible from the life of the church. We live in a very different time, with a wider
geographical perspective. Whereas the rural economy still survives strongly close
to Bath, our ways of life and our expectations are very different. Even so, we must
always be aware of the continuity that BVM Charlcombe is witness to, and we must
cherish its very special, still, presence. This can be difficult in a world of electronic
communication and easy transport, where the notion of local may have been
transformed. We now have church communities which can congregate from a
considerable distance, and we can celebrate the special presence of St. Mary’s all
over the world.

G

ood web communication is becoming an essential tool for others to join our
community. To that end, Jeremy Labram has built a new web site which
spreads the word about the virtues of living and worshipping in the parish of St
Mary’s. He says,
“We now have a modern web-site with lots of neat features. Philip’s thoughtprovoking sermons get posted there along with messages and thoughts for the

week ahead. You can subscribe to these so that you will be prompted by email
whenever there is a new one. The calendar should always be up-to-date with both
our regular services and special events. For those closer to the management of the
church, there is a private area with all the rotas, checklists and so on needed to
ensure services run smoothly. We also have a Facebook presence, so please go
and ‘like’ us or get the younger members of your family to do so.
You might ask, ‘well, this is all technically quite exciting but what is it for?’ I think I
would say, ‘the lives of the next generation of St Mary’s congregants are more
complex and fast-paced and involve the Web. We need to be there for
them. Secondly, behind the scenes, most of our communications are digital, rather
than physical, and should not be residing solely on personal computers. We are
making strides to place all the key information and communications we have ‘in
the cloud’ in shared folders so that it can be accessed immediately by our
successors, as and when we move on.’.”
Richard Frewer
“As for this newsletter, you’ll find it on the
web-site blog, and next time maybe we’ll turn
it into a multimedia talk! Finally please do
and explore the web-site, our Facebook page
and also the Church of England’s web-site
listing our church.”
• www.stmaryscharlcombe.org.uk
• https://www.facebook.com/stmaryscharlcombe
• https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11080/”

Our Regular Services
Sung Eucharist
9.00 am every Sunday
Morning Prayer
9.00 am Tuesday
Thursday evenings 7.00 pm Christian Meditation
Evensong
6.30 pm on the third Sunday of the month
Bring your own coffee on the fourth Sunday of the month.

Other Events
Sunday 17th December
Tuesday 19th December:
Christmas Eve:
Christmas Day

6.30 pm, Carols by Candlelight
7.00 pm, Blue Christmas
9.00 am Eucharist
11.30 pm, Midnight Mass
10.00 am, Christmas Family Eucharist

Sunday 7th January

Eucharist with special Epiphany music

Friends of Charlcombe Church Event
‘Letters Cut From Cambridge To Bath’
Saturday March 10th

3.45.p.m., tea and a talk by Lida Cardozo Kindersley
of the Cardozo Kindersley Workshop.

